NIMSS Oversight Committee Conference Call

April 23, 2009

ATTENDEES:

NERA:  Rubie Mize, Daniel Rossi
NCRA:  Chris Hamilton, Arlen Leholm
SAAESD:  Eric Young, Donna Pearce, David Morrison, Bill Brown
WAAESD: Mike Harrington, Harriet Sykes

1. NIMSS Update – Rubie Mize
2. The NIMSS Oversight Committee met via teleconference on January 20, 2009. 

Not much to report since we last met on January 20.

Regarding the request by CSREES for the NIMSS program, CSREES realized that the issue of updating the database will still be a problem even if they get the NIMSS program and replicate the tables in their system.  Bill Bristow and the CSREES programmers, Judy Sun and Rubie Mize had a conference call on March 18.  Judy offered to create a web service for CSREES that they can call in to download the latest info from the NIMSS database.  Judy delivered this web service on March 27.  Bill Bristow noted that they were able to open the web service and is now in the process of integrating it in their management dashboard.

3. Judy is working on improving some of the basic functions in NIMSS, such as faster searching capability.  A list of improvements will be shared with the members of this committee.  Changes on the front end [display/view functions] will be cleared with the Committee.  The members agreed to move ahead with improvements that are in the back end of the system.

4. Still working on the NRSP-1 proposal. 
5. The FY09-10 off-the-top funding request for NRSP-1 in the amount of $346,829 was submitted to the regions for consideration at their spring meetings.

6. There has been a marked decrease [down by 50%] of the average daily hits on NIMSS.  Normal daily average was 10,000 hits per day.  This past week, the average is down to half.  Early in the year, the hits were significantly higher due to proposal and Appendix E submissions and reviews, in time for the regional association meetings.  The regional spring meetings are over so the upload of data in NIMSS had also significantly decreased.
7. Active multistate projects and activities currently recorded in NIMSS by region:

North Central = 
108  [NC=45, NCAC=15, NCCC=16, NCDC=6, NCERA=26]
Northeast =
  40  [NE=29, NEA=1, NECC=7, NEERA=3]
Southern =

  73  [S=34, SAC=11, SCC=7, SDC=1, SERA=20]
Western =

  74  [W=36, WCC=2, WDC=2, WERA=34]
NRSPs =

    7


Total =
302  {last report 1/20/2009 was 290}
2.   Discussion on projects retaining their old numbers - Chris Hamilton
Question: When a project retains its old number and we end up with multiple projects with the same number in NIMSS, is there a way to re-number or mark the terminated projects to make it clearer as to which ones they are?  

· All terminated projects are moved to the archive section in NIMSS.  Go to Projects/View Projects/Archived Projects and click on the year the proposal was terminated
· Database is so large, so we try to keep only the last 5-year Active, Expired and Terminated projects listed 
· Retaining a project number has to do with industry association
· Is there a policy on retention of project numbers? Yes, Mike Harrington and Harriet Sykes will send the group a copy of the policy – see below
A research project number will be retained only if there is a strong and compelling justification for retaining the existing number. Committees desiring to retain the existing project number should fully justify the request in writing at the time of the renewal request. This letter will be submitted to CSREES with the proposal. Either or both of the following two strong arguments must be made in order to retain a project number. 
1. The project has established a unique relationship with stakeholders and clientele groups such that the project number has 
significant meaning to those groups. 
2. The project has long term objectives such as variety trials that transcend a project cycle; or projects in which tracking and identification of samples are tied to the project number. Examples include plant breeding and animal genetics projects where products are referenced to the multistate project number. Note: Identification of the project to the participants or a project’s publication history does not constitute strong justification.

3.  Other:

N/A

4.   Future Meeting:

· Next NIMSS Oversight Committee conference call is Thursday, July 16th at 12 noon WDT; 1:00 pm CDT; and 2:00 pm EDT.

Teleconference adjourned @2:25p.m.
